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166 Documents 

I will still do myself the pleasure to address you. As to us here 
thanks be to the Almighty for His mercies — the fever has not 
been so Bad as usual — and in every other respect our Business 
goes on as well as usual — and our farm supplies us with plenty 
to eat. I think I wrote you that last year two missionaries 
Methodist preachers were settled in Willamette — they have be- 
gun a farm on a large scale and have collected a few Indians 
around them whom they are instructing in religion this year 
another Missionary is come across land from Boston — he is come 
to select stations for missionaries. He goes back this Spring by 
the Route he come and Missionaries will be sent here this Spring- 
their plan is to reside among the Indians in the way the preced- 
ing have. By this you must see that Before long this will be a 
settled country and if it was not very difficult to get here as it 
is I am certain settlers would flock here instead of remaining in 
Upper and Lower Canada. The Willamette Free-men have be- 
gun farms and have amongst them about 3,000 Bushels of wheat, 
Thomas McKay has begun a farm Nigh Casineaus old village 
and has about 800 Bushels — Wheat — Margaret and Eloisa re- 
quest to be remembered to you and Believe 
me to be 

Yours truly 

(Sgd) JOHN McLOUGHLIN. 



Mixed Bloods. 

Those "forelopers," as Kipling calls them, had sincere affec- 
tion for their mixed blood progeny, which fact is shown by this 
letter from Finlayson to McLeod: 
John McLeod, Esquire. 

Fort Vancouver, 25th Feb'y, 1833. 
Private. 
My dear Sir, 

Your very kind favour of the 29th. February came duly to 
hand per Mr. Cowie on the 4th November last, and was glad to 
learn that you & your family got in safety to your destination, 
but was on the other hand sorry to hear that Flora suffered so 
much from that kind of sickness, which invariably the introduc- 
tion of the natives of this country into the civilized world, and 
from which, of once recovered, there can be little danger appre- 
hended for the future. Your little Girl and the rest of your fam- 
ily, having therefore passed this ordeal, may be considered, if the 
expression is allowable as acclimated in the civilized world — 
and you have the advantage over your neighbours that your 
family are getting accustomed to and becoming acquainted with 
the usages of civilized society; while you are looking out at 
leisure, for a spot where to sit down for the remainder of your 
days. Matters in this quarter are going on in the usual way. 
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Returns are still good, but the strong opposition on the N W 
Coast for the last outfit, rendered it absolutely necessary to take 
some steps for the protection of the trade at that place, or aban- 
don it altogether; I therefore, sailed in July last, for the Sand- 
wich Islands, where I purchased a fine new copper brig of 150 
tons for the sum of £1250 paid from the proceeds of the salmon 
& timber sent to that market. I also engaged her Captain (Mc- 
Neill) to continue in the command of her who from his long 
experience on the N W Coast, will I think give affairs in that 
quarter a favourable turn. This step, together with the report 
of Mr. Ogden's liberality toward the natives, have been product- 
ive of some good results — insomuch, as it has acted as a damper 
upon our opponents ; consequently the Coast at least for this 
winter, is clear of opposition and in this state will be turned to 
great advantage. It cleared for the last outfit £1613 — the first 
gains ever realized from it, and I shall answer for its gains, ensu- 
ing one to treble that sum. I have written to Dr. Harkness, who 
is very old friend and acquaintance of mine, and who I will be 
most happy to see. I was not aware of his being at Quebec. In 
the Postcript to your letter of 12th March you speak of retiring. 
If your means are sufficient for that purpose, I would certainly 
do so, but I would recommend to you, not to take a step rashly, 
of which you might hereafter have cause to repent. You have 
two melancholy instances in your neighbourhood of the folly of 
such measures. I mean Messrs. McVicar & Spencer, both of 
whom if my information is correct, would gladly now grasp at 
what they have so foolishly spurned from them. I am just about 
starting on a cruise to the North West Coast and will perhaps 
peep in at the Russian Settlement at Sitka, you will therefore 
forgive the brevity of this, and with best wishes for the health 
and happiness and prosperity of yourself and family, 
I am, My dear Sir. 

Most sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) D'N FINLAYSON. 



McLoughlin Mentions Wyeth. 

In this interesting letter of friendly gossip the "Father of 
Oregon" reveals his heart about a number of things, and with- 
out mentioning the name tells of the arrival there of Nathaniel 
J. Wyeth. 

Fort Vancouver, 1st March, 1833. 

My dear Sir, 

I have now before me your kind letter of 10 March 1832, and 
am happy to see that you and yours are enjoying that greatest 
of Terrestrial Blessings Good Health — and My Sister writes me 
that there are two Miss McLeods from the upper country at the 
Convent — did you know that the Mere Superior is my Sister — 



